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Lack of knowledge of Irish dog ownership legislation

Introduction:
● ISPCA promotes responsible dog ownership and canine 

welfare
● Irish legislation protects canine welfare 

● No research on societal knowledge of legal responsibilities 
of dog owners 

Irish Dog Ownership Legislation:
a. Identification 

b. Straying 
c. Tail docking
d. Abandonment

Aims:
●Determine the level of knowledge of legal responsibilities 

of dog ownership 
● Identify groups for targeted ISPCA educational campaign 

Methods:
●Descriptive study of UCD employees (2015): 

●Online questionnaire on existence of 8 Irish laws
●Estimate prevalence of employees with lack of knowledge 
●Lack of knowledge > 20% - substantial

e. Safeguarding health and welfare
f. Muzzling and leashing
g. Licensing
h. Fouling

Conclusions:
● Among all groups substantial lack of knowledge of legislation on identification, 

straying, docking tails, abandonment, safeguarding health and welfare
● The ISPCA should first focus on educating the public (regardless of dog ownership 

status or gender) on these five legal responsibilities of dog owners

SubstantialNot Substantial 

Results:

 ♂ owners (111), non-owners (127)
 ♀ owners (216), non-owners (225) 

Male: Non-Owners
Male: Owners
Female: Non-Owners
Female: Owners 


