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Introduction

Colostrum yield insufficient in 30% of the sows 

Huge variation in colostrum yield between sows within and between herds (1)

Aim: sow and litter factors determining colostrum yield across 10 different commercial herds 

Materials and Methods

Animals & experimental design

• Farmers voluntary to participate

• 10 commercial farms

• 100 sows of 5 different breeds, Pietrain sperm

• 1 455 live born piglets

• Measurement: colostrum intake (2)

Statistics

• Linear mixed regression model backward modelling

• Herd as random factor

• Sow (breed, parity, gestation length)

• Litter (size, average birth weight, heterogeneity,

interval between birth and first suckling)

Results and Discussion

o

Sows with a gestation length had a higher colostrum yield than sows with a gestation length of 114-115 days

Interaction between the litter birth weight of suckling piglets and gestation length

A shorter interval between birth and first suckling of the litter related with higher colostrum yield

Conclusions

The interval between birth and first suckling is a major factor determining colostrum yield

Further research to elucidate the observed significant influence of gestation length (per se) &

(combined with the effect of the) litter birth weight of the suckling piglets 
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