First Monitoring about Wildlife Diseases in Albania
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Albania is situated in the Western Balkans and is soon to be part of the EU. As surveillance did not exist 25 years ago, Albania was classified as a
European hot spot for the presence of wildlife diseases. Albania is aligned to countries that have a wide range of zoonotic diseases originating from
wildlife, such as rabies in wild carnivores, tularemia in wild rabbits, avian influenza (H5N1) in wild birds, Hantaviruses in wild rodents and
echinococcosis in fox. Surveillance and monitoring of wildlife diseases is not only a prerequisite for public veterinary health but also an obligation of
European institutions for the integration of Albania into the EU. A sector for monitoring and implementing a system for the surveillance of wildlife
diseases has been established and operates in Albania since 2004. This consists of lecturers and scientific researchers from the Faculty of
Veterinarian Medicine at the Agricultural University, researchers from the Food Safety and Veterinary Institute, experts from Albania Wildlife Disease
Association.
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Albania is situated in the Western Balkans and is soon to be part of the EU. As surveillance did not exist 25 years ago, Albania was classified as a 
European hot spot for the presence of wildlife diseases. Albania is aligned to countries that have a wide range of zoonotic diseases originating from 
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echinococcosis in fox. Surveillance and monitoring of wildlife diseases is not only a prerequisite for public veterinary health but also an obligation of 
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Veterinarian Medicine at the Agricultural University, researchers from the Food Safety and Veterinary Institute, experts from Albania Wildlife Disease 
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further two foxes were found positive from Gjorica village in the Bulqiza district (See Table 1). In May 2004, 
two wolves were found to be positive for rabies in the village of Helshan, Zahrishte in the Has district. In 2005 
there was no rabies cases reported. In 2006 one fox was found positive for rabies, and this coincided with an 
outbreak in Nikoliq village in the Has district. In 2007 rabies cases were not reported.
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According to the testing of all samples of vital organs of 76 individuals of three varieties of captured Apodemus 
genus, only A. Flavicollis variety has proved positive for the presence of infection (Rogozi et al, 2008). 6 individuals 
of this variety have proved positive for the presence of Hantaan virus, Dobrava/Belgrade (virulent stain, typical of 
Balkans Peninsula). The two other varieties have proved negative for the presence of any potential infections. The 
individuals of Apodemus flavicollis which proved positive for the presence of Hantaan virus (Dobrava/Belgrade stain)
 were captured in the districts of Dibra, Librazhd, Vlora and Korca 

ajdihysaj@outlook.com
Typewritten text
Through our study where 230 samples from ixodes ricinus were controlled, we isolated the presence of F. Tularensis
 in 18 cases which proves the origin of diseases in cases exposed to human beings. We have reached the following 
conclusions from the present study: - The zoonotic disease of tularemia originates from its presence in wildlife, thus 
its monitoring should be continuously carried out. - The cooperation between human health service and veterinarian 
service is indispensable and the control of diseases requires a combination of the disruption of ways of infection 
from wildlife diseases and ways of its infection from wildlife to human beings. 
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