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TBEEP Project: Bovine TB (bTB) Risk Characterisation and Applied Epidemiology

TBEEP (bTB Epidemiology Enhancement Project) was established in May 2015 to design and implement improvements to Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)
investigation of bovine tuberculosis on farms, and to the analysis and control of the bTB epidemic at regional and cluster level. The bTB Risk Characterization and
Applied Epidemiology project is lead by the Epidemiology Assessment Centre (EAC) and includes analysts from the Department of Epidemiological Sciences (DES)
in APHA .The project is delivered through a PhD project in collaboration with the Royal Veterinary College.

Can exploratory Spatial Analysis improve bTB disease control?

Improve understanding Improve reporting Improve operational delivery

bTB distribution does not follow administrative Current reports use different administrative units Better use of resources to target worst-
boundaries. Cluster identification sets the ba- as the basis for reporting. In the absence of a le- affected areas more effectively.

sis for understanding the drivers that give rise gal requirement to do so, a more informative re- Targeted disease control interventions ap-
to them, to better inform disease control. port would be based around clusters of disease. plied at cluster level to improve outcomes.
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3. Exploratory Spatial Analysis techniques could aid in highlighting areas where further investigation may be useful, depend- s
ant on the specific question being asked. They are scale-dependant and are impacted by the selection of parameters (e.g. M-
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