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During the 2001 UK foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) outbreak, local UK authorities took a 

precautionary approach to disease control and used blanket bans to close all footpaths, even in 

uninfected areas. Many activities which depended on access to rural land were either prohibited 
or suspended voluntarily .This measure was extremely efficacious and as a result countryside 
usage fell dramatically. but resulted in an unintended and significant detrimental effect on the 

rural economy.  

This study describes the results of subsequent qualitative veterinary risk assessments (VRAs) 
undertaken by the EPIC Centre of Expertise on Animal Disease Outbreaks commissioned by the Scottish 

Government. These VRAs assess the likelihood of different recreational activities causing new outbreaks 
of disease as part of contingency planning for future outbreaks.  Despite acknowledgment of the wider 
economic ramifications of the 2001 UK outbreak on rural businesses, this is the first study to provide 

scientific evidence to underpin refinement of rural access management plans . 
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