Focus groups on biosecurity on Swedish livestock farms
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Material and Methods

As a background for a quantitative study on farmers perceptions and opinions on biosecurity, focus group interviews were held with farmers
representing different categories of livestock and production types. In total, 11 farmers participated at three different meetings in three different
regions. The interviews were recorded and transcribed and the transcripts qualitatively analysed for opinions expressed.
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Not only what they do say - but also what they do not say...

Large parts of the discussions were related to the Swedish salmonella control program. Diseases that are currently not subject
to a control program were rarely mentioned. Even though the farmers mentioned several strategies to limit introduction of
disease, It was clear from the discussions that they were not certain on how different diseases spread or which routes that are
the highest risk for introduction. They were not fully convinced that they could prevent disease from entering their farm and In
some cases they were aware of what needed to be done, but due to other reasons they chose to take the risk.
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