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Data collection: Data were collected from veterinary episodes of care from 92 primary veterinary
clinics as part of the VetCompass [4] companion animal surveillance project (2007-2011). The RVC
Ethics and Welfare Committee granted ethical approval.

EUO Case definition: Cases were ascertained from dogs with:

« A summary diagnosis, clinical notes or diagnostic tests indicative of a diagnosis of EUO.

« Treatment data indicating long-term antiepileptic treatment (24 repeat prescriptions). Treatment
data were searched for repeat prescriptions of epilepsy treatment drugs, both generic and brand
names.

Analysis: Variables evaluated included clinic ID, sex, neuter status, pure-breed status, most

common pure-breed, pure-breed group, pure-breed size, pure-breed coat length, number of colours

In coat, coat colour, age group and weight category. Data analysis used STATA 12. Descriptive

statistics were dgenerated. Risk factors were analysed using mixed-effects logistic regression

accounting for clustering at the veterinary clinic level.

Background

Primary epilepsy Is diagnosed when the
cause of the seizures I1s unknown and has
been reported to be commonly diagnosed In
dogs [1, 2, 3]. The epidemiological
evaluation of primary epilepsy Iin dogs Is an
under-researched area within first opinion
practice and consequently there Is a lack of
prevalence data across all breeds. Risk
factors which have Dbeen previously
associated with primary epilepsy In dogs
Include breed, sex and neuter status [2].

The aims of this Study were to estimate the prevalence and investigate U) Mixed effects multivariable logistic regression analysis of risk factors
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