Q Producer attitude to pododermatitis in
broilers and risk factors for high carcass
rejection rates
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Pododermatitis (PD) is a significant welfare
problem in the poultry meat sector. Producers
who had experienced PD on farm were more
likely to describe PD as a welfare problem (p <
0.001). PD lesions and total carcass reject rates
(CRR) were assessed from 672 flocks of Ross
broilers (30 million) aged 39 to 42 days. There
was a trend (p<0.06) for contract reared birds
to be reported for high levels of PD. Flocks not
reported for high PD or score 1 had a median
0.90% CRR, whilst PD score 2 had a median
1.3% CRR. (p <0.001). A binary logistic
regression model linked high CRR with flocks
reported for high levels of PD and crops
processed between January and March. This has
an economic impact on flock productivity.
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Pododermatitis (footpad dermatitis) and, in its more severe form plantar necrosis, is a significant welfare
problem in the poultry meat sector with multifactorial aetiology (1,2,3,). The broiler directive is the first
piece of legislation that aims to assess farms’ based on welfare outcomes, including mortality,
pododermatitis and post mortem results, and apply stocking density reductions where these levels are
unacceptable (4). A series of workshops with producers and field staff were held across England and
Wales in 2005 & 2006 to educate and inform about the broiler directive and pododermatitis. Producers
were asked to complete questionnaires about pododermatitis and the broiler directive before and after the
event. For 14 months throughout 2006 and the first two months of 2007, in a UK poultry abattoir
processing 25 million Ross broilers per annum, pododermatitis lesions were assessed based on a
modification of the method described in the broiler directive. Where lesions triggered a threshold, reports
were sent to local State Veterinary Service (Government) Offices indicating a potential welfare problem on
farm. Total carcass rejection rates were calculated for all farms and associations with factors including
farm type (contractor or company owned), season and severity of pododermatitis lesion reported were
investigated. Analyses were performed using Minitab and a binary logistic regression model was
developed for high carcass rejection rates (CRR).

Between Jan 2006 - March 2007, 672 flocks of
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However the answers were influenced by
those that had had a PD problem on farm
(Table 1), although not significantly for
the productivity question. 57% of
producers were aware of previous PD
problems in their flocks, 28% had not,
14% did not know and 2% failed to
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