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INTRODUCTION

With the rising global concern of emerging diseases, appropriate biosecurity measures are very important, especially in densely populated

livestock areas. These measures aim to either prevent the introduction of infectious diseases or are applied to manage or eradicate
them. To this end, the coexistence of commercial and hobby poultry flocks needs to be taken into account, since these hobby holdings
might play a role in the spread of infectious diseases. Therefore the objective of this study was to investigate the biosecurity status of the

whole Belgian poultry population (commercial and hobby) and the contacts within and between the different production systems.
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