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Background: Veterinary staff are the key in fighting African Swine Fever (ASF), yet their perspectives are often AiIMm: To understand the awareness, perceptions

unknown. This study used participatory epidemiology (PE) approach to understand Estonian veterinary staff’ awareness and attitudes of veterinarians and veterinary
and perceptions of ASF. This is crucial, especially in Estonia where ASF has persisted for almost 10 years. Their insights can  technicians working in Estonian pig farms regarding
reveal gaps in current communication strategies and potential blind spots in biosecurity practices. ASF and its control measures.
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1. Veterinarians and veterinary technicians working in Estonian pig farms demonstrated good awareness of ASF Corresponding author:
signs, transmission routes, and preventive measures. lidila.moskalenko@emu.ee

2. The herd-level control measures of ASF are more accepted than regional ones (restriction zones).

3. Veterinary staff have an incomplete understanding of stakeholders in ASF control, requiring improvement.

4. Veterinary staff place the highest trust in themselves and pigkeepers in ASF control. Trust in veterinary
authorities is moderate, while trust in other government institutions remains low.

5. The need for further training of veterinary staff in ASF epidemiology and control remains relevant to ensure
effective implementation of measures.
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