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SOCIETY FOR VETERINARY EPIDEMIOLOGY AND 
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SVEPM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NO. 42 

MINUTES 

 

Date: Thursday 23 March 2023 

Time: 11:35 – 13:00 (GMT) 

Location: Toulouse 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Marnie Brennan; Dominic Mellor; Laura Green. 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting No. 41 held in Belfast on Thursday 24 March 
2022 

Circulated to the membership on June 3rd, 2022, and available in the members’ area of the website. 
Acceptance proposed by Maarten Weber and seconded by Marie McIntyre. 

3. Matters arising (not otherwise on the agenda) 

The President (Philip Robinson) introduced the current work building a new website, with planned 
delivery by April 2023, ensuring that it will be available for abstract submission this year. 

 

The Honorary Treasurer (Egil Fischer) reviewed the budget for the website, which will require an 
investment of 9100 euros, but will reduce current maintenance costs to 400 euros yearly (plus 153 
euros for hosting).  

Advantages of the new website include a new internal area for members, with the facility of paying 
membership online. 

4. President's report 

The President reported a society in good health, with very good attendance last year in Belfast (185) 
and record attendance this year with 239 registrations (including 9 online). We had 31 countries 
represented from 5 continents (we are just missing South America). UK: 62, France: 54, The 
Netherlands: 21, Ireland: 12, Denmark: 12. Of note, we have representatives from countries such as 
South Africa, Vietnam, Cameroon, Australia, Israel, China, Ethiopia, Pakistan, Thailand, Cuba and 
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Nepal. The President commented that the low number of registrations online shows the value of the 
in person interaction. 

The President also reported that we received 82 abstracts, from which 20 presentations were 
selected. There were 99 posters, including 23 poster pitches. The posters will be made available on 
the website. Prizes for posters are supported by the Society.  

The President thanked the two invited speakers, Marius Gilbert and Francois Roger. He further 
thanked the workshop organizers, the local organizers, delegates and committee members. 

The best oral presentation prize will be as usual sponsored by SRUC, and the President thanked 
them for their support, as well as the support of all other sponsors.  

The President also reported that the society received 11 applications for bursary awards. The 
committee scored all applications, and the 3 traditional bursaries were awarded to Natalia Cira Artiga 
(Spain), Iryna Makovska (Ukraine) and Gabija Džiaugienė (Lithuania). The first George Gettinby 
bursary was awarded to Damarys de las Nieves Montano Valle, coming from Cuba.  

The President’s report’s acceptance was proposed by Fraser Menzies, and seconded by Arvo 
Viltrop.  

5. Secretary’s report 

The Honorary Secretary (Fernanda Dórea) presented a report of the regular yearly activities, which 
included the ordinary regular correspondence to the membership, conferences, job 
announcements. Members who do not want to receive such announcements are welcome to contact 
secretary@svepm.org.uk  

SVEPM LinkedIn group: 3,081 members @05/03/2023 

Twitter: 728 followers @ 05/03/2023. The secretary reminded members to tag us if they’d like to be 
retweeted.  

The secretary also urged members to keep their information up-to-date in the internal area of the 
website. 

The secretary’s report’s acceptance was proposed by Koen Mintiens and seconded by Lis Alban.  

6. Treasurer’s report 

The treasurer’s report presented is pasted below.  
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The Honorary Treasurer thanked the auditors Keith Howe and Kristien Verheyen, with special thanks 
for Keith Howe who is retiring from his position as auditor. 

Acceptance of the treasurer’s report was proposed by Christine Fourichon and seconded by Liza 
Rosenbaum Nielsen. 

7. Election of auditors 

Kristien Verheyen had kindly accepted to continue as auditor, and the continuation of her role was 
proposed by Hans-Hermann Thulke and seconded by Stuart Reid. 

Gerdien van Schaik kindly volunteered to take the second auditor role, which was proposed by Lis 
Alban and seconded by Koen Mintiens.  

8. Election of officers and committee members 

The President proposed the following (automatic) changes to executive committee membership: 

• Philip Robinson to Senior Vice-President 

• David Brodbelt to President 

The committee suggestion of electing Timothée Vergne as Junior Vice-President (JVP) was 
proposed by Christine Fourichon, and seconded by Liza Rosenbaum Nielsen.   

Fernanda Dórea’s continuation as Honorary Secretary was proposed by Marie McIntyre and 
seconded by Clazien de Vos. 

Egil Fischer’s continuation as Honorary Treasurer was proposed by Fraser Menzies and seconded 
by Hans-Hermann Thulke. 

With the retiring of the Senior Vice-President Gerdien van Schaik, one ordinary member position is 
vacant. The committee received only one nomination for Katja Schulz, proposed by Jana Schulz and 
seconded by Fernanda Dórea. Katja said a few words about herself, and her acceptance into the 
committee was accepted by the floor, proposed by Carla Gomes and seconded by Thibaud 
Porphyre. 

9. Production and editing of the proceedings 

The proceedings were edited as usual by the Junior Vice President with help from the Senior Vice 
President. The committee thanked Hans-Hermann Thulke for his help with the book.  

For the special issue of Preventive Veterinary Medicine the guest-editor-in-chief Fernanda Dórea 
reported that the Special Issue SVEPM 2022 reviewed 10 papers, 3 which were rejected, 6 published 
and one in production. For the Special Issue SVEPM 2023, 13 oral presenters showed interest.  
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10. Information on future conference venues  

The annual meeting 2024 will be organized in Uppsala from 20-22 of March. No committee member 
had to be co-opted since Fernanda Dórea, who is already in the committee, will lead the local 
organizer team. 

For the 2025 conference, the committee has received, reviewed and accepted a bid from Katja 
Schultz for a meeting in Berlin. 

11. Nomination of life member 

The committee was honoured to offer a life membership to Hans-Hermann Thulke. Koen Mintiens 
provided a brief introduction. 

12. Any other business 

The committee took a moment to remember the life member Michael Clarkson who passed away in 
2022. The president spoke a few words about Michael’s contribution to veterinary epidemiology. 

(Obituary: Michael John Clarkson - 2022 - Veterinary Record - Wiley Online Library ) 

13. Date and venue of next meeting 

Next AGM: 21st of March 2024 in Uppsala, Sweden 

 

about:blank

