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Veterinarians donate vital supplies to
coronavirus fight
E By Associaled Press

Why did we start? What were our goals?

& Document the role of the veterinary sector in COVID-19
responses worldwide.

& Soon after the emergence of COVID-19,
news arose about various contributions of
the veterinary sector to the pandemic
responses.

& Explore the roles and relationships that were formed during
the pandemic.

& |dentify ways to sustain these relationships and build new

&% This led us to investigate the full scale of

veterinary sector’s contributions during I dloosgggﬁgse‘“ ones to deal with future human, animal or One Health
] . s T ong, @ i \

pandemic responses. .. \ V‘:“\“‘;\‘;:;:?“;E‘T?eat(‘.orona\' crises.
What did we do? Who answered the survey?
% We prepared a survey in Microsoft Forms and pre-tested it (n = 5). % We targeted veterinarians, public health experts and researchers or practitioners
& The survey was translated into 10 languages. working within the animal and public health fields. We aimed at having a global
& Responses were collected from May to July 2020. overview of the collaborative efforts, rather than being representative at country levels.
& We asked respondents to: & Woe used mailing lists from veterinary boards, governmental institutions, research

networks, national and international organizations to disseminate the survey.

& We obtained answers from
113 countries (n = 1488).

& The majority (71%) of
respondents worked in the
animal health field.

& Name three activities in which the veterinary sector contributed to the
COVID-19 pandemic responses;

& |dentify ways in which the collaboration between the animal and public
health sectors could be improved.

& Participants from

@ Data management and desriptive statistics was done in R. governmental institutions
% We used MaxQDA to produce a content analysis of the answers obtained. (34%), private industry
@ We developed a categorization system a priori. (32%) and academia (20%)
& This categorization evolved during the analysis and was validated by the authors Ansiwers per country I I ' accounted for most

and three experts at the end of the process. responses.

How can collaboration be strengthened between health sectors?

The One Health approach was advocated as the basis for
various activities (e.g. surveillance, emergency
preparedness, policy). But, it was often not clear how the
concept was understood and how to operationalize it.

Maintaining animal health and assuring food safety and
security during the pandemic; conducting animal health
surveillance, outbreak investigations and animal health

policy related to COVID-19.

One Health

Cross-sectoral contacts must be

Cross-sectoral fostered in «peace-time», namely by
networks developing official structures and joint
working groups.

Testing animals and humans;
participating in sampling procedures;
development of diagnostics; assessing
and validating available tests.

Communication between
sectors must be strengthened,
including creating official
mechanisms for sharing
information.

Raising public awareness;
conducting workforce training, B Te[Vle=1ale] s R

and producing professional communication G
and scientific communications.

Improved
communication

Public Health
sector

Animal Health
sector

Awareness about the

competencies of various health

Education disciplines should be raised.
One Health should be taught in

multiple health fields.

Dispensing and lending
materials (e.g. PPE, surgical
equipment), pharmaceuticals,
laboratory reagents and
facilities.

Environmental
Health sector

Providing ex.pertlse and contributing /.3’ Funding opportunities for collaborative
to research in many areas (e.g.. | Research & g ——/  Collaborative research should be increased. One
epidemiology, V|roology, modelling, risk M ITgdl]= X mlf research Health was suggested as the basis for a
assessment, surveillance). § % common approach to health.

Providing workforce support (e.g. in clinical or laboratory
settings); working in call-centers; contributing to contact ki ob, P
tracing and outbreak investigations; helping in risk action b | | A preparedness
assessment, surveillance and enforcing control measures. >

bublic health o 10 - - Emergency To be bgtter prepared for futu.re threats, there is a need
to actively engage the veterinary sector in emergency
preparedness plans and training during «peace time».

What should you take home from this poster?

& The veterinary sector played an active role on many fronts during pandemic responses, with collaborations emerging at various levels.

& Participants highlighted the need to strengthen collaborations between the animal and public health sectors during “peace time”.

& The One Health concept was widely advocated, but a common understanding of what such an approach entails should be sought.

We would like to thank the participants, as well as the colleagues who contributed to the dissemination of the survey. The epidemic curve presented above depicts the number of COVID-19 cases worldwide up to the launch of this survey. The pictures in this poster are sourced from: BioRender,
BBCnews, abcNews, The Guardian, HuffPost, Jersey News, NY Post, AAHA.org, Dispomed.com, biospace.com, Izc.it, feweek.co.uk, Fox10Phoenix.com, Swissinfo.ch, The Atlantic, Freepick, Leverage edu, Skip Prichard, Good Housekeeping, Paws & Claws Animal Hospital, Biomed Central
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