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Probability of finding an animal with 
confirmed* bovine TB, per year (PrA)

a skin test reactor had visible lesions 
*M. bovis was isolated from tissues or 

1998-2002: Pr A ∝ Size 0.05 (ns)

1994-98: Pr A ∝ Size 0.01 (ns)

1990-94: Pr A ∝ Size -0.04 (ns)

2002-2006: Pr A ∝ Size 0.02 (ns)

1986-90: Pr A ∝ Size 0.27 (ns)
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Pre-movement testing – since March 2006
Animals aged � 15 months, moving from parishes 
tested every 1 or 2 years, preventing:
• 150-250 infected movements / year, including
• ~ 50 infected movements to 3 or 4-year parishes 
From March 2007, animals � 6 weeks tested                                   
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Expanding 
endemic areas 
and sporadic 

outbreaks due to 
infected cattle 
movements
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(0 - 0.001 - 0.060/year)

AV Goodchild¹, R Gopal¹, P Upton¹, RS Clifton-Hadley²
¹Centre for Epidemiology & Risk Analysis and ² Statutory & Exotic Bacteria Programme, Veterinary Laboratories Agency, Addlestone KT15 3NB, UK
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Little testing 
during FMD
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5Probability of a confirmed* bovine TB 
herd incident starting, per year (PrH)

*at least one animal in the herd was
detected with confirmed bovine TB

***: Statistically 
highly significant 
(P << 0.001)

Pr
H

∝ Size0.63***

Pr H ∝Size 0.76***

Pr H ∝ Size0.69***

Pr H ∝ Size0.64***

Pr H ∝ Size 0.92***
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Recent low rainfall may have helped!
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