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BVD eradication in Ireland

Simulated time to detection & costs

Contact: 

jbrock@animalhealthireland.ie

In Ireland, a mandatory BVD eradication programme is nearing completion. 
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All options are able to detect BVD outbreaks.

Faster detection requires greater investment
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Materials & Methods The Irish BVD simulation model (Co. Kerry)

A representative subset (5%) of 

the entire Irish cattle population

Herds

Animals

~5.000

~350.000

Alternative BVD surveillance options:

Serological youngstock testing (€4.50 per sampling & test)

Bulk tank milk testing (€5.50 per sampling & test)

We have simulated BVD 

outbreaks & surveillance

Tag testing 

Abattoir testing (€4.50 per sampling & test)
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Abattoir testing

€3.500 p.a

Bulk tank milk testing Serological youngstock
testing

Combined strategy Tag testing

€22.100 p.a

€62.200 p.a

Combined strategy

€87.700 p.a

€294.400 p.a

Tag testing was effective 

for eradication
!

How much can be saved, when we replace it for surveillance?

-70%
*

* compared to tag testing

vs.

(€2.50 per sampling & test)

800 tests per year 3 tests per herd/year

5 tests per herd/year

all newborn calves
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