
Background : Veterinarystaffarethekeyin fightingAfricanSwineFever(ASF),yettheirperspectivesareoften
unknown. Thisstudyusedparticipatoryepidemiology(PE)approachto understandEstonianveterinarystaffɄawareness
andperceptionsofASF. Thisiscrucial,especiallyinEstoniawhereASFhaspersistedforalmost10years. Theirinsightscan
revealgapsincurrentcommunicationstrategiesandpotentialblindspotsinbiosecuritypractices.

Aim : Tounderstandtheawareness,perceptions
and attitudes of veterinariansand veterinary
techniciansworkingin Estonianpig farmsregarding
ASFanditscontrolmeasures.

Materials & Methods : 

Data collection

Å 5 focus groups
Å 15 participants
Å 11 females & 4 males

Data analysis

Semi-quantitative analysis

Study design & tools

Å Semi-structured interview
Å Proportional piling
Å Emojis
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Results :

First disease signs that 
would raise the suspicion 

of ASF in pigs/herd

Most effective preventive measure

Impactful barriers to implementing 
biosecurity measures against ASF

1. Motivation and attitudes of staff 
2. Financial constraints 

1. Haemorrhages on skin,           
mucosa and organs.
2. Fever. Loss of appetite. 
Increased mortality.
3. Spleen anomalies.

Transmission routes with highest risk 
for ASF introduction to the herd

1. People
2. Transport vehicles
3. Bedding material

1. Biosecurity plan, instructions, training 
2. Disinfection and washing
3. Movement restrictions
4. Fencing
5. Changing of clothes and footwear 

Humans are the 
main factor in 
the ASF spread

We keep saying that inside 
the farm is the clean zone, 
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Acceptance 
of control 
measures
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Farm quarantine
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protection and 
surveillance zones 

Feed and bedding 
destruction on the farm 

Culling of all 
animals on the farm 
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1. Veterinarians and veterinary technicians working in Estonian pig farms demonstrated good awareness of ASF
signs, transmission routes, and preventive measures .

2. The herd -level control measures of ASFare more accepted than regional ones (restriction zones).
3. Veterinary staff have an incomplete understanding of stakeholders in ASFcontrol, requiring improvement .
4. Veterinary staff place the highest trust in themselves and pigkeepers in ASF control . Trust in veterinary

authorities is moderate, while trust in other government institutions remains low.
5. The need for further training of veterinary staff in ASFepidemiology and control remains relevant to ensure

effective implementation of measures .

Conclusions and Recommendations:
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