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Surveillance of sheep and beef cattle &
diseases: Farmer opinions and behaviour =8

H.H. Nijs', L. Genever? and L.E. Green’

SHEEP FARMERS (14 IN TOTAL)

Qualitative research methods provide more insight into opinions
and thoughts of participants. Focus group discussions were Escrick (5)
conducted with beef cattle and sheep farmers to investigate the 36%
feasibility and value of a new surveillance system for important North Petherton (6)
livestock diseases that benefits both producers and the industry. -

Fig. 1. Number of farmers for sheep groups

METHODS
Separate focus groups were held for sheep and beef farmers
in the Midlands, North and Southwest of England (Fig. 1 & 2):
» Semi-structured guidelines

* Audio-recordings

Thematic analysis:

« Qualitative analysis through identifying themes

» Evidenced by farmers’ quotes

CATTLE FARMERS (10 IN TOTAL)

Escrick (3)
30%

North Petherton (5)
50%

Fig. 2. Number of farmers for beef groups

RESULTS THEMATIC ANALYSIS
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Disease characteristics:

‘We only started blood testing last year
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SO... WHAT’S NEXT?

Pilot surveillance system launched for farmers:

5 sheep diseases and 5 cattle diseases selected

* Focus group participants

« 2000 farmers from across England

* Invite to complete annual questionnaire (online)
 March 2018: record diseases diagnosed in 2017
» Jan/Feb 2019: record diseases diagnosed in 2018

Value and importance of other data sources?

* Post mortem examinations

* Dairy (e.g. Johne’s testing of milk samples)

* Abattoir records

* Lab test results
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