
Issues around methodology and

leadership have delayed successful

implementation of large-scale collection

of primary-care veterinary data for

research1,2. RVC VetCompass™ now has

an online research resource of primary-

care veterinary data with an international

research programme providing evidence

to improve animal welfare3.

Background

February 2018 (Fig. 3):   

‘Big Data’

VetCompass™ 3 collates de-identified electronic clinical record data

from primary-care veterinary practices for epidemiological research.

Practitioners can record VeNom Code standardised terms.

VetCompass™ data includes patient demographic (species, breed, date

of birth, sex, neuter status, insurance status and bodyweight) and

clinical information (free-form text clinical notes, VeNom diagnosis

terms and treatment, with relevant dates).
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Practices display VetCompass™ posters

and leaflets (Fig. 1). Client consent is ‘Opt

Out’; all animals and episodes of care are

included as default. Data are extracted

automatically daily and cleaned data are

automatically uploaded to the

VetCompass™ database for immediate

access and research.

Data curation

The VetCompass™ concept aims to cover all species and

every country. Currently, it covers small animals and horses.

VetCompass™ already exists in Australia and is assisting

pilot projects in New Zealand, Sweden, Denmark and the

US.
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All studies have an animal welfare objective and ethics approval.

Accredited researchers access the VetCompass™ online

https://www.vetcompass.org. Sophisticated methods search hundreds

of millions of data entries in fractions of a second (Fig. 2) and the data

are read to answer be-spoke study questions.

Methodology
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Participating practices 498

Unique animals 5,843,600

Total episodes of care 36,347,778

Total treatments used 111,212,641
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Canine 2,764,825

Feline 1,859,095

Rabbit 426,679

Guinea Pig 66,750

Bird 64,007

Exotic 21,948

Reptile 13,756

Equine 11,337
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